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SmartSource Computer & Audio Visual Rentals 30th Anniversary Celebration 

Marked by Memories, Growth Achievements, Proclamations and Philanthropy 

Hauppauge, NY… 

SmartSource Computer & Audio Visual Rentals (Hauppauge, NY, www.smartsourcerentals.com), one of 
the nation’s leading providers of computer, audio visual (AV) and trade show technology rentals and 
services, recently gathered team members and others for a celebration of its 30th anniversary. The event 
took on moments of jubilance, pride, laughter and retrospect as the company’s current President and CEO 
Mike McClernon led a fast-moving program which spanned the years since the company, formerly known 
as Rent-a-PC, was founded in 1984 by technology entrepreneur and rental pioneer, the late Julian Sandler 
to whom McClernon and others paid tribute.  

In addition to company employees, on hand to commemorate SmartSource Rentals’ corporate milestone 
were Sandler’s widow, Nina Sandler; Kathy Albrecht, Chief of Staff for New York State Assemblyman 
Michael J. Fitzpatrick; Scott Martella, Suffolk County Representative for New York State Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo; New York State Senator John J. Flanagan; and Robin Amato, CFRE,  Director of 
Development and Communications at Long Island Cares, Inc.-The Harry Chapin Food Bank. On the 
agenda was McClernon’s overview of the company’s history, growth and development, along with 
employee recognition awards for SmartSource Rentals staff members with tenures of 25 years or more. 
There were also heartwarming comments by Nina Sandler, as well as proclamations from the elected 
officials, and a charitable contribution presentation to Long Island Cares in memory of Julian Sandler. 

The event was set in the company’s expansive warehouse, amidst an extensive inventory of computers, 
peripherals, kiosks, charging stations, document libraries and audio visual equipment. A backdrop of old 
photos running on a leading-edge display and an archway of balloons in the company’s blue and orange 
colors, added to the festivities as did an eclectic selection of music handpicked by McClernon.  

McClernon eloquently delivered the company’s compelling story. He spoke about how Sandler identified 
a need for people to be able to rent, rather than buy, the then new Personal Computer (PC). He spoke 
about Sandler’s vision of building a $100 million company by renting just 100 computers. He cited the 
significant growth of SmartSource Rentals, both organically and through 20 strategic acquisitions. And, 
McClernon substantiated its growth – from 2 employees in 1984 to 300 employees in 2014, and sales of 
$70,000 in 1984 to $60-$70 million in 2014. He also gave recognition to Kirtland Capital Partners 
(http://www.kirtlandcapital.com, Cleveland, OH), a private equity firm, which took a majority interest in 
the company in 2007 and, according to McClernon, has since been an outstanding partner to SmartSource 
Rentals. 

“Right now, we are on pace for a record year,” said McClernon. “Our focus on the trade show and 
professional markets, as well as our continued service of the general technology market, has given us 
good to great results in revenues, profits and new customer acquisitions. The genius of our business is that 
we can sell all of our products to all of our customers,” he added.  
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The program wrapped up with words from Robin Amato of Long Island Cares, Inc.-The Harry Chapin 
Food Bank, who spoke about Harry Chapin’s vision, idea and plan for addressing Long Island’s hunger 
problem and commented on the similarities between SmartSource Rentals founder Julian Sandler and 
Harry Chapin. 

Some of the program’s lighter moments were delivered by SmartSource Rentals Senior Vice President 
Steve Shatsoff, who has been with the company since 1985. Shatsoff reminded the attendees about the 
family atmosphere that has prevailed over the years and memories that had everyone laughing. 

Perhaps New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Suffolk County Representative Scott Martella said 
it best with some unintended humor when he said, “Thirty years means a lot to me…because I’m only 28. 
It’s quite remarkable to be at a company for 30 years like my grandfather and father. It’s really something 
quite special.” 

About SmartSource Computer & Audio Visual Rentals 

SmartSource Rentals provides a unique range of rental products and services under the overall brand 
“Total Technology.”  SmartSource has the largest national footprint in the computer and audio visual 
rental space.  The company serves the trade show, professional conferences, and general technology 
markets. SmartSource is widely recognized for its breadth and depth of offerings and seamless systems 
integration for even the most complex temporary installations. By leveraging high performance IT, AV, 
and the latest interactive technologies, SmartSource helps marketers effectively convey and distill their 
brand messages with optimum, impactful impressions. SmartSource Rentals has fully-staffed and 
equipped branch offices in 21 major metropolitan markets. Founded in 1984 as Rent-a-PC, the company 
was the pioneer market maker in technology rentals. For more information, visit: 
www.smartsourcerentals.com or call: 800-888-8686. 

 


